HLA-B27 and the pathogenesis of spondyloarthritis.
The association of HLA-B27 with ankylosing spondylitis and other spondyloarthropathies ranks among the strongest between any HLA antigen and a human disease. Yet, in spite of intense research and advanced knowledge of the biochemistry and biology of major histocompatibility complex molecules, the mechanism of this association remains unknown. This review attempts a critical assessment of current pathogenetic hypotheses from evidence concerning the epidemiology of HLA-B27 association with disease, its peptide-binding specificity, and other aspects of the molecular biology and immunology of this molecule.